Tricuspid valve endocarditis due to a moderately susceptible Streptococcus constellatus: persistent bacteremia and fatal outcome despite penicillin plus gentamicin therapy.
An intravenous drug-user developed tricuspid valve endocarditis caused by a moderately susceptible strain of Streptococcus constellatus. Bacteremia and fever persisted despite penicillin and gentamicin therapy. Eventually, he developed massive hemoptysis and expired. We believe that the propensity of this group of organisms for suppurative complications and the suboptimal antibiotic susceptibility may have contributed to the failure of medical therapy and the fatal outcome. Similar cases may benefit from a higher dose of penicillin or early surgical intervention.